TABLE A-1

Comparison of Alternatives at Worcester 
(Northern Terminus, between Hermon Avenue and Union Station)
Section 7 Worcester

	Alignment Description
	Consistency with Purpose & Need
	Potential Impacts
	Comments

	
	
	Parkland & Recreation
	Wetlands Floodplains T&E Species
	Costs
	Construction Impacts
	ROW Impacts
	Historic Resources
	Engineering Constraints
	Potential for  Public Opposition
	

	EENF Alignment - McGrath Boulevard
At Hermon Avenue, the Bikeway would turn northeast onto McGrath Boulevard. It would follow along McGrath Boulevard (sharing the NB and SB right hand lanes with traffic) for approximately 0.5 mile parallel to the P&W Railroad.  From there, it would turn east onto Franklin street, under the P&W Railroad, and connect to the south side of Union Station.  


	LOW
On-road, distant from Blackstone elements.  Direct connection to Union Station.
	LOW

No direct impacts to parklands or recreational resources.  
	LOW

None present  (urban area).
	$

Essentially line-striping and signs.
	LOW
	LOW

Agreements with City would be required.
	LOW
	HIGH
Traffic interaction/safety is main concern.  Requires crossing McGrath Boulevard.
Would displace one traffic lane on McGrath Boulevard at junction with Franklin Street. 
	MODERATE

Public may object to reduced traffic capacity to accommodate bike lane. Users may be intimidated by vehicular traffic.   
	PROS: Very direct link to (multimodal) Union Rail Station
CONS: Bikeway would require use of one lane of McGrath Boulevard, a high-volume urban arterial.   



	McGrath Boulevard Alignment (on downtown streets)
	MODERATE

Partially on-road, partially shared path (on  separated widened sidewalk).  Distant from Blackstone elements.  Meets proposed bike pavilion, meets Union Station. 
	LOW

No direct impacts to parklands or recreational resources.   Provides access to parkland at Worcester City Commons.  
	LOW

None present.

(urban area).
	$$

Bridge widening and minor roadway improvements required.
	LOW
	LOW

Agreements with City and P&W Railroad  required.
	LOW to MODERATE

Pending Historic resource inventory.    
	LOW

Crossings will be signalized.


	MODERATE

Parking loss on Salem Street and  City property.  Mostly separated from traffic except on Salem Street.
	PROS: Provides links to Worcester City Commons.  Maintains capacity of McGrath Boulevard.  Preferred by City and Worcester Commons developer.  

CONS: Requires multiple crossings of downtown streets.  Less direct than McGrath Blvd.   



	At Hermon Avenue, the Bikeway would turn northeast to an off-road route located between McGrath Boulevard and the P&W Railroad.  It would follow along that route for approximately 0.3 miles. From there, it would turn west onto Myrtle Street for 400 feet (off-road), then north onto Salem Street for 800 feet (on wide sidewalk), then east onto Franklin Street for 800 feet (on wide sidewalk) to McGrath Boulevard.  It would continue northeast on McGrath Boulevard for 800 feet.  It then would turn off-road, continuing east for 300 feet to connect with Union Station at Washington Square.  


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


DRAFT






















DRAFT print date:  8/22/2008

