TABLE A-2

Comparison of Alternatives at Aquarion Property
Section 5 Millbury
	Alignment Description
	Consistency with Purpose & Need
	Potential Impacts
	Comments

	
	
	Parkland & Recreation
	Wetlands Floodplains T&E Species
	Costs
	Construction Impacts
	ROW Impacts
	Historic Resources
	Engineering Constraints
	Potential for  Public Opposition
	

	EENF Alignment – North Main Street
Beginning at St. Brigid’s cemetery, the Bikeway would cross the Blackstone River to the southeast edge of the Aquarion Water Company’s property, and continue northward along the toe of the Rte 122A (North Main Street) embankment, to the existing trail-head lot at completed Section 6.
	HIGH

Off-road 
	LOW

No existing parkland/ recreational  facilities
	HIGH
Approx. 1.6 acres wetland impacts, and floodplain impacts.  Would traverse ponded area.  No T&E Species mapped.  
	$$
	MODERATE

A 30-foot strip of existing woodland would be cleared.  
	LOW

Aquarion seems amenable to permanent easement.  A corner of a residential lot may be required.  
	LOW

Pending historic inventory
	LOW

Non-paved surface to be considered to minimize runoff/water quality impacts. 
	HIGH
Very close to back yards of 8 residences.
	PROS: Off-road. 
CONS: Direct impacts to mapped wetlands, close to abutting residences.


	River-side

Beginning at St. Brigid’s cemetery, the Bikeway would cross the Blackstone River and proceed north near the river bank, to the existing trail-head lot at completed Section 6.
	HIGH

Off-road, good views of river


	LOW

No existing parkland/ recreational facilities
	MODERATE

Similar wetland impacts, slightly larger floodplain impacts.  No T&E Species mapped.  
	$$
	MODERATE

A 30-foot strip of existing woodland would be cleared.  
	HIGH

Aquarion opposes this alignment due to encroachment into 400’ wellhead buffer.    
	LOW

Pending historic inventory
	LOW

Non-paved surface to be considered to minimize runoff/water quality impacts.
	MODERATE
Far from residences, but Aquarion is opposed.
	PROS: Excellent views of river.

CONS: Property owner is opposed due to encroachment into 400’ wellhead buffer.  


	EENF/River-side Hybrid
	HIGH

Off-road, fair view of river
	LOW

No existing parkland/ recreational facilities
	MODERATE

Potentially 40% less wetland impacts than EENF, reduced floodplain impacts.  No T&E Species mapped.  
	$$
	MODERATE

A 30-foot strip of existing woodland would be cleared.  
	LOW

Aquarion seems amenable to permanent easement.  A corner of a residential lot may be required.
	LOW

Pending historic inventory
	LOW

Non-paved surface to be considered to minimize runoff/water quality impacts.
	MODERATE

Very close to 4 residences.
	PROS: Potentially impacts 40% less wetlands and reduced floodplain impacts than EENF.  Fair views of River.  Relocates away from many of the residences.  

CONS: Close to 4 abutting residences.

	Beginning at St. Brigid’s cemetery, the Bikeway would cross the Blackstone River to the southeast edge of the Aquarion Water Company’s property, and continue northward along the toe of the Rte 122A (North Main Street) embankment, then bow west to afford river views, and proceed to the existing trail-head lot at completed Section 6.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	North Main Street, Expanded Sidewalk
Beginning at St. Brigid’s cemetery, the Bikeway would cross the Blackstone River to the southeast edge of the Aquarion Water Company’s property, and continue northward along the toe of the Rte 122A (North Main Street) embankment, to Aquarion’s access drive.  Then it would proceed along an expanded sidewalk, to the trailhead lot at completed Section 6.
	MODERATE

Partly on expanded sidewalk, partly near River
	LOW

No existing parkland/ recreational facilities
	LOW

Avoids wetlands south of access drive.  Sidewalk portion would avoid wetlands and floodplains.   No T&E Species mapped.
	$
	MODERATE

Would require less clearing but the disturbance would be more intrusive at residences.  
	MODERATE

Sliver acquisitions (approx. 7 feet wide) affecting 8 properties would be needed along sidewalk. 
	LOW

Pending historic inventory
	LOW 

 
	MODERATE

Would require strip acquisitions from front yards of 8 residences.
	PROS: Avoids impacts to natural resources.  
CONS: Adjacent to road, and private land easements/acquisitions required.  Further from river, not favored by Town of Millbury.   ADT on North Main Street is 13,000 vehicles per day.    
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