TABLE A-4

Comparison of Alternatives at P&W Railroad Arch 
(P&W Railroad Arch to Depot Street)
Section 5 Sutton 

	Alignment Description
	Consistency with Purpose & Need
	Potential Impacts
	Comments

	
	
	Parkland & Recreation
	Wetlands Floodplains T&E Species
	Costs
	Construction Impacts
	ROW Impacts
	Historic Resources
	Engineering Constraints
	Potential for  Public Opposition
	

	EENF Alignment
From Depot Street in Sutton the Bikeway would cross the Blackstone on the existing bridge then turn to north and re-cross the river to the east side. The Bikeway would proceed on the east side of the river to pass under the railroad at the existing stone arch.
	HIGH

Passes through P&W RAILROAD arch, views of river 
	LOW

No existing parklands/re-creational resources.  
	HIGH

Alignment is adjacent to and crosses River. 
	$$$$
	HIGH

Structural work would have greater disturbance  
	MODERATE/  HIGH

Access at Depot Street will have negative impact on commercial building.  Easements/ acquisitions for Depot Street Bridge construction & 1 residential strip acquisition.   
	HIGH
Very close to canal and towpath remnants. Arch would need to be replaced.
	HIGH

Would require one new bridge over river and widening and reconstruction of the Depot St. bridge.  Existing arch under railroad is narrow (approx. 10’) and too shallow (8’-3” at the centerline reducing to <6 feet at sides) to accommodate bikeway or required emergency vehicles.   
	MODERATE/ LOW

Possible objections to disturbing business and undeveloped open space.


	PROS: Views of river and masonry arch.
CONS: Existing arch is too small to accommodate Bikeway. Arch would need replacement at a very substantial cost and would impact P&W Railroad operations.      



	East of  P&W Railroad
	MODERATE

Located on opposite side of rail embankment from the River and canal remnants. Pedestrian spur to P&W RAILROAD arch provided. 
	LOW

No existing parklands/re-creational resources.  
	LOW

Alignment is on other side of rail line from river & canal.


	$$
	LOW

All at-grade.

Approx. 300’ retaining wall required.
	MODERATE

Almost entirely on P&W RAILROAD ROW.

Strip easements required at 6 residences.  May require relocation of 2 garages/ sheds on one property. 
	LOW

Avoids canal remnants.  
	LOW

All at-grade.

Upgrade of Railroad crossing required.
	MODERATE

Would be adjacent to several back yards.  Back of homes are 80 to 200 feet from Bikeway.     
	PROS: Straight-forward design, lower impacts, lower costs.

CONS: Alignment is removed from river, and adjacent to back yards.   



	From Depot Street in Grafton, the Bikeway would proceed northerly on the east side of Blackstone St. then turn north to cross Blackstone Street, and run parallel to the P&W Railroad along the north side. In the vicinity of the P&W Railroad arch, a pedestrian path would be provided.
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