TABLE A-5

Comparison of Alternatives at Tunnel vs. At-Grade Crossing
 (Riverdale Cemetery to St. Patrick’s Cemetery)
Section 3 Northbridge
	Alignment Description
	Consistency with Purpose & Need
	Potential Impacts
	Comments

	
	
	Parkland & Recreation
	Wetlands Floodplains T&E Species
	Costs
	Construction Impacts
	ROW Impacts
	Historic Resources
	Engineering Constraints
	Potential for  Public Opposition
	

	EENF Alignment
The Bikeway would cross under the P&W Railroad via a new tunnel, approximately 0.75 mile south of Riverdale Street.
	HIGH

On berm between a river backwater (oxbow) and canal. 
	LOW

No existing parkland/ recreational  facilities. 
	HIGH
Would drain canal.
	$$$$$$$
Below-grade crossing required, P&W Railroad tracks would need to be raised.  
	HIGH
Would require extensive clearing of existing vegetation, due to raising the railroad approx. 6’.  

Tunneling would lower the water table in the immediate area.  Railroad must remain open to traffic Monday-Friday.    
	MODERATE
Acquisition required from 1 private property.  Easement through property leased by Rockdale Fish and Gun Club.  
	MODERATE

Potential impacts to historic canal towpath
	HIGH

Constraints of railroad grade with river and canal elevations would require raising the grade of the railroad and pumping in the tunnel for flood conditions. 
Conflict with sewer line.
	HIGH/
MODERATE
May interfere with use of Rockdale Fish and Gun Club property. 


	PROS: Provides grade separated crossing of Railroad, good views of the oxbow and canal.
CONS: Below grade tunnel would flood, extremely expensive, conflict with Rockdale Fish and Gun Club operations, would alter wetland character of historic canal basin. 

	P&W Rail Line 
	HIGH

Follows sewer easement, adjacent to rail embankment, but affords views of river.
	LOW

No existing parkland/ recreational  facilities.
	MODERATE

Wetland impact adjacent to river on east side of P&W Railroad.
	$ 

Gated rail crossing required.
	LOW


	LOW/
MODERATE

On private property.

Reduced easement through property leased by Rockdale Fish and Gun Club.   

Requires P&W to agree to at-grade crossing.  
	LOW

Offset from historic canal
	LOW

At-grade crossing would require gate system.  
	LOW
	PROS: Good views of river.  Rail crossing would be on a railroad tangent providing adequate site distance. Less expensive.  Minimizes impact to Rockdale Fish and Gun Club leased property. 

CONS: Separated from P&W Railroad property but portions closer to rail line than EENF alignment.  Adjacent to the rail line.  Gated at-grade crossing required.  FRA approval required.

	The Bikeway would cross P&W Railroad at-grade utilizing a proposed crossing, approximately 0.45 mile south of Riverdale Street.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


DRAFT
DRAFT print date:  8/22/2008

