TABLE A-6

Comparison of Alternatives at Plummer’s Landing and Plummer’s Trail
Section 3 Northbridge 
	Alignment Description
	Consistency with Purpose & Need
	Potential Impacts
	Comments

	
	
	Parkland & Recreation
	Wetlands Floodplains T&E Species
	Costs
	Construction Impacts
	ROW Impacts
	Historic Resources
	Engineering Constraints
	Potential for  Public Opposition
	

	EENF Alignment - West side of Canal, bypass west of wet areas

Within the northern portion of Blackstone River & Canal Heritage State Park.  From approx. 0.8 mi. south of Church Street in Northbridge, the Bikeway would continue generally northwest, within parkland west of the Blackstone Canal, using dirt paths, including Plummer’s Trail.  For about 0.6 mi. the Bikeway would bow to the west through a wooded area and through private property, to avoid wetlands and floodplains.  The Bikeway would return to Plummer’s Trail approx. 900 feet south of Church St., then cross Church St. and proceed north through the Plummer’s Landing site.   
	HIGH

Off-road and close to river and canal.
	MODERATE

Negative effect to Plummer’s Landing.  
	MODERATE
On mostly new alignment through woods. Minor wetland and floodplain impacts possible.   Within T&E species polygon.

 
	$$
	LOW

Almost all at grade, clearing required.   
	LOW
Mostly within State Park, but an acquisition would be needed through 1 private parcel.  
	MODERATE

Potential to impact canal remnants and Plummer’s Landing.  
	LOW

All at-grade.
	LOW

Almost all on State property, clearing required.   
	PROS: Direct route, simple design.
CONS: Impact on historic Plummer’s Landing Site.  Requires easements through disturbed private property (heavy use of ATV’s on adjacent private property). 



	Plummer’s Trail Alignment 
	HIGH

Off-road and close to river and canal.
	MODERATE

Would impact/improve existing Canal tow path and Plummer’s Trail.  Largely avoids Plummer’s Landing.  
	MODERATE/

HIGH

Mostly on existing trail, with wetland and floodplain impacts.   Within T&E species polygon.
	$$ 

Almost all at grade. 
	LOW

Almost all at grade, moderate clearing required east of canal.   
	LOW

Entirely within State Park.
	MODERATE

Potential for minor impact to previously disturbed canal remnant, but largely Plummer’s Landing.  
	LOW

Slope stabilization required at one location along river.  
	LOW

Almost all on State property, little clearing required.   
	PROS: Uses existing parking area.  Avoids historic Plummer’s Landing Site.  Close to river and canal.

CONS: Uses existing walking trail. Impact will be mitigated by provision of 10-foot bikeway plus 6-foot walkway.  

	Within the northern portion of BRCH State Park.  From approx. 0.8 mi. south of Church St. in Northbridge, the Bikeway would continue northwest, within parkland west of the Blackstone Canal, using dirt paths, including Plummer’s Trail.  The Bikeway would cross to the east side of the canal approximately 900 feet south of Church St., to connect to the  existing State Park parking area on the south side of Church St. The Bikeway would cross Church St. and follow northwesterly along an existing Town of Northbridge sewer easement (10-foot wide dirt path).  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	King Philip’s Trail (Wolfe Hill) Alignment - Refer to Table A-7
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