TABLE A-7

Comparison of Alternatives through Heritage State Park (Goat Hill Section)
Section 3 Northbridge/Uxbridge
	Alignment Description
	Consistency with Purpose & Need
	Potential Impacts
	Comments

	
	
	Parkland & Recreation
	Wetlands Floodplains T&E Species
	Costs
	Construction Impacts
	ROW Impacts
	Historic Resources
	Engineering Constraints
	Potential for  Public Opposition
	

	EENF Alignment - Upgrade Goat Hill Trail
	HIGH

Off-road, scenic with views of river and canal.
	MODERATE to HIGH

Would change character of existing hiking trail.

Would afford park & recreation access to a wider group of users.
	LOW

The Goat Hill Trail is high on a slope.  However, within T&E species polygon.

Retaining walls would minimize footprint.
	$$$$$

Steep & rugged terrain, difficult construction access.  Approx. 2500 feet of retaining walls required.  
	HIGH

Steep cross-slope would require wide disturbance or retaining structures to minimize.  Area now wooded.
	LOW 

Trail on DCR & Town of Northbridge property; no private acquisitions.
	MODERATE 

Impacts TBD pending historic resource inventory.

Improved access to Goat Hill Lock and related rock-splitting interpretive signing on trail.  
	HIGH

Significant cuts and fills.  Steep cross-slope, extensive large boulders.
	MODERATE 

Proposed Bikeway would displace existing hiking & biking trail.
	PROS: Excellent views of river and close proximity to marked historic locations.  Opportunity to improve existing trail.  DCR prefers this alignment.  

CONS: DCR desires unpaved surface and narrower cross-section.  Overall Bikeway width has been narrowed to 12’ from 16’.  Cost is high due to construction in rugged terrain. Short-term impacts due to construction.     

	From Hartford Avenue East to approximately 1 mile north of Hartford Avenue East, the Bikeway would follow the existing Goat Hill Trail, a state-owned, six foot wide dirt path along the Blackstone River and the Blackstone Canal.  
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	West of Goat Hill Alignment
From Hartford Avenue East to approximately 1 mile north of Hartford Avenue East, the Bikeway would follow along a new alignment through the wooded western slopes of Goat Hill.    
	MODERATE

Off-road, but indirect and no river views.
	MODERATE

Would route through existing undeveloped wooded parkland.

Would afford park & recreation access to a wider group of users.
	LOW 

Small wetlands on Goat Hill could be avoided.   Mostly outside of T&E species polygon.


	$$$$$$
Steep & Rugged terrain, somewhat less difficult access.
	HIGH

Extensive cuts to meet grade requirements.  Area now wooded.
	LOW 

Trail on DCR & Town of Northbridge property; no private acquisitions.
	LOW

Impacts TBD pending historic resource inventory.

Improved access to Goat Hill Lock.
	HIGH

Extensive cuts and fills.  Steep cross-slopes, many boulders.  Up to 3000’ at 5% grade.
	LOW 

Extensive disturbance required but not a high-visibility area.
	PROS: Does not alter Goat Hill Trail.
CONS: Route is indirect and far from river. High costs, difficult construction.  Existing ground is very rugged.  Long stretches of 5% slope.  Extensive grading disturbance.  DCR prefers the Goat Hill alignment.    

	King Philips Trail (Wolfe Hill) Alignment
The Bikeway would follow an east-of river alignment from Hartford Avenue East to Church St.  From Hartford Ave. East it would follow existing King Phillips hiking trail and new alignment, then it would follow Quaker Rd. for approx. 0.4 mi., then along a new alignment for approx. 0.6 mi. crossing the river to connect to the existing parking area at Church St. 
	MODERATE to HIGH

Off-road, except for a 2,000-foot on-road segment (Quaker Road).  Has an outstanding river view (Lookout Rock).  
	LOW to MODERATE

Would afford park & recreation access to a wider group of users.

Parts of existing popular trail would be altered or relocated.  
	LOW 
Wetland impacts at river crossing
	$$$$
Moderate terrain.  Bridge required across the river.

	MODERATE

Cross-slope relatively flat.  Parts of existing trail will need to be relocated.   
	MODERATE

Some ROW required through private property (6 properties).  Trail partially on DCR property.
	LOW

Impacts TBD pending historic resource inventory.

Does not provide access to Goat Hill Lock.
	MODERATE

Minor cuts and fills; moderate cross slopes.  Traverses capped and uncapped landfills.    
	MODERATE

Requires 6 acquisitions from private properties.   
	PROS: Overall less disturbance to existing terrain; opportunity to relocate existing hiking trail to take advantage of more moderate profile of current trail (requiring less extensive cuts and fills).  Provides access to Lookout Point vantage point.  Portions close to River.   

CONS: No direct access to river, canal, Goat Hill Lock.  Potentially impacts capped and uncapped landfills.  Requires private land acquisition.  DCR prefers Goat Hill alignment.      
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