TABLE A-8

Comparison of Alternatives at State Park (Oak Street/State Park Tow Path/East of Tow Path)
Hartford Avenue East to Mendon Street (Rt. 16)
Section 3 Uxbridge 

	Alignment Description
	Consistency with Purpose & Need
	Potential Impacts
	Comments

	
	
	Parkland & Recreation
	Wetlands Floodplains T&E Species
	Costs
	Construction Impacts
	ROW Impacts
	Historic Resources
	Engineering Constraints
	Potential for  Public Opposition
	

	EENF Alignment - Oak/Cross/Capron Street

The Bikeway would be completely on-road, from Route 16 (Mendon Street) to Hartford Avenue East.
	LOW

On-road, offset from river.
	LOW

Would avoid existing parklands.
	LOW

Entirely on-road.
	$

Entirely on-street.
	HIGH
Widening existing roadway is necessary.
	HIGH

Subject to agreement with Uxbridge.  Requires approx. 70 temporary or permanent easements/ aquisitions.
	LOW

Pending historic resource inventory.
	LOW 

Entirely on-road.
	HIGH

Close to traffic and homes.  
	PROS: Low cost, few environmental effects.  
CONS: Far from river and canal, all on-street.  Strong community opposition. 



	Tow Path Alignment
The Bikeway would follow the Lady Carrington Walk near Mendon Street, then would follow the existing tow path to Riverbend Farm, then cross the pedestrian bridge and follow the west side of the canal to Hartford Avenue East.  


	HIGH

Off-road, scenic, great canal access.

	MODERATE


	MODERATE
Widening and filling is required.

Within T&E species polygon, but minimal disturbance.
	$$

	MODERATE

Existing tree canopy would be removed.  
	LOW

Subject to agreement with DCR & Stanley Woolen Mill.
	HIGH

Would alter existing tow path dimensions and character.
	LOW 

Mostly along tow path.  Narrower width than recommended by design guidelines, unpaved.
Safety concerns without fencing adjacent to canal and steep backslope.  
	HIGH
Within State Park, consistent with current use.  Would remove trees from trail.
	PROS: Very scenic, direct access to canal, Riverbend Farm visitors center.  
CONS: Historic impacts to tow path must be addressed.  May need to design with a narrower width and non-paved surface.  Removal of trees could be opposed by public.  Does not meet safety standards (DCR strongly opposes fence along canal side).   

	East of Tow Path (Meadow) Alignment
	HIGH

Off-road, near river and canal.
	LOW

Would alter/improve existing walking trail (improves accessibility).
	HIGH

Route would traverse wetlands & floodplain.  

Within T&E species polygon with moderate disturbance.
	$$$

Bridges (2) required over river backwaters.
	MODERATE

Existing vegetation would be cleared to accommodate Bikeway.  
	LOW

Subject to agreement with DCR & Stanley Woolen Mill.
	MODERATE

Pending historic resource inventory.
	MODERATE

Bridges (2) to span river backwater required. May need to design tow-path portion with a narrower width. 
	LOW

Within State Park, consistent with current use.
	PROS: Scenic, direct access to Riverbend Farm visitors’ center.  Reduces impacts to tow path. DCR favors this alternate.

CONS: historic impacts along the short portion of tow path utilized by this alternate must be addressed.  

	The Bikeway would follow the Lady Carrington Walk for approx. 1000 feet and Tow Path for approx. 300 feet, then curve off the tow path to the east to follow an existing path and new alignment through the meadow, then crosses the tow path at the pedestrian bridge.
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